
 

 

 

Friday 21st May 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer 

I am delighted to welcome you and your child to Cedars School, part of the Cedars Academy Trust.   

I am writing to you to share with you our plans to introduce your child to our school over the 

Summer term.  To help us with coordinating the transition of students from all over Gateshead we 

have a timetable of events, however, we do understand the importance of a personalised approach 

to transition as each student’s needs will be different.  

Our teaching teams will have already begun conversations with your child’s current school/setting to 

share key information that will inform the pace and format of the transition best suited to the needs 

of your child.   

Your child’s new teacher will visit your child at their current setting at a mutually agreed time to 

observe them and afterwards, if appropriate, meet them in person. 

Once this observation has taken place, the mutually agreed programme of transition activities will 

begin to take place.  These will be virtual to begin with until we have a clearer understanding of the 

Covid road-map of restrictions.   

Your child’s new teacher will be in contact with you in the week beginning 7th June to introduce 

themselves and to find out more about your child and answer any of your questions/queries about 

transition. 

We will share a Cedars Transition Workbook with your child that contains little activities for them to 

complete with you at home. This will give them an opportunity to tell us about themselves and to 

find out a little more about Cedars. 

Our ‘Transition Information’ webpage contains information for you and your child, including a 

specially produced video touring the school.  There is a Welcome Pack on the webpage alongside all 

of the necessary paperwork that we ask you to complete your child’s registration with us. 

We will run 6 sessions in the final two weeks of term where we hope to be able to invite students to 

come to Cedars School and take part in some informal activities with their new peers.  It is not 

expected that all children will attend all six dates, unless that is best for their needs. Your child’s 

current setting, you and our teaching teams will work out the best pattern and duration for your 

child.  Our transition sessions run on: 

• Tuesday 13th July 

• Wednesday 14th July 

• Thursday 15th July 

• Tuesday 20th July 

• Wednesday 21st July 

• Thursday 22nd July 



 

We will discuss with you and your child’s setting about what will be appropriate in terms of staff 

support on these sessions.  Some students will find it helpful to have a familiar adult with them, 

whilst others will not, in some cases it may be that support will be phased out over the sessions as 

they grow in confidence.   

Finally, your child’s new teaching team will be in touch to invite you to an informal  ‘New Parents’ 

introduction session, It will be a good opportunity to meet other parents, your child’s teaching team 

and see the room where your child will be based.  We will also provide you with printed versions of 

the Welcome Pack and registration paperwork at this meeting if you have been unable to access 

them from the website. 

I hope this letter gives you all the information you need for now. Our teaching teams will be in touch 

with you soon to initiate this next, exciting step in your child’s educational journey. 

If you require any further information in the meantime, please do not hesitate to get in touch with 

either myself at michelleoreilly@cedarstrust.org.uk or our Deputy Head of School, Joanne Carr at 

joanne.carr@cedarstrust.org.uk. 

We are looking forward to working alongside you and to welcoming you and your family to Cedars! 

Many thanks 

 

Michelle O’Reilly 
Head of School 
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