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09.11.21 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am writing to you to ask for your support to help reduce the rising trend of positive Covid 19 cases across Gateshead.  
We have received additional guidance from Public Health and Gateshead Local Authority which recommend the 
introduction of extra measures to help minimise the spread of Covid-19 in our community.  
 
The control measures are: 
 

- All Staff to wear a face mask in communal areas.  
- We recommend that pupils in Key Stage 3/4/5 wear a face mask on school transport unless exempt. 
- Staff and pupils to continue to wash hands regularly. 
- Classes to remain in class groups with mixing kept to a minimum. 
- Ensure spaces are well ventilated. 
- Lunches to continue to be taken in classrooms. 
- Staggered breaks. Students can mix as long as they are outside.   
- Swimming will continue as normal. 
- After school clubs will continue, but will be reviewed weekly on a case-by-case basis. 
- Christmas Performances will be held virtually. 
- The Christmas Fair and Family Party are regrettably cancelled. 
- External visitors to the school are discouraged and assessed on a case-by-case basis. 
- Face-to-face meetings held only if completely necessary.  Meetings move to virtual arrangements. 
- We recommend that staff and pupils (Key Stage 3/4/5) to complete LFT twice weekly (we recommend testing 

on a Wednesday & Sunday), we have a supply in school if you require any. 
- Wear a warm waterproof coat to school, not only are we entering the cold months, but we also need to 

continue to ventilate the classrooms and communal spaces, as part of government guidance. 
- Vaccinations are available for pupils aged 12 years and above.   
- If your child has symptoms of Covid 19, please do not send your child into school and book a PCR test.  

 
- NHS state main symptoms of Covid-19 are: 

a high temperature 
a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes 
in 24 hours 
a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or 
taste different to normal. 
 

In adopting these measures, we have carefully considered those which we feel will have minimal impact on our pupils’ 

education but may also help to keep transmission of the virus low across the Academy. This is in addition to protocols 

that have been in place since the beginning of term, including increased cleaning, hand and respiratory hygiene and 

keeping rooms well-ventilated. 

We will continue to monitor our Covid-19 case rate and will review these additional measures regularly, in line with 

advice from Public Health.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Keith Vincent 
Head of Academy Services 
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