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Cedars Remote Learning Plan: 
information for parents  
 
This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or carers about what to expect 
from remote learning where national or local restrictions require entire cohorts or bubbles to remain at home.  
 
 

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first day or two of pupils being sent 
home? 
 
A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard approach, while we take 
all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote learning. 
 
KS1-4 
The key to successful engagement in remote learning for pupils in Key Stages 1-4 is ensuring that a personalised 
package is offered for each child.  Teaching staff will endeavour to have an in-depth discussion with parents/carers in 
order for work/play activities to be provided that is engaging and relevant to the developmental stage of each pupil.  
For some children this may be links and guidance to online learning programmes or paper-based activities.  For our 
younger pupils who follow a play-based curriculum approach staff will share strategies and provide materials (e.g. 
playdough) if necessary.  
 
KS5 
Whilst our teaching teams prepare to work remotely and create resources for young people to access from home, all 
of our learners within KS5 will, as a minimum, be provided with paper-based activities for literacy and numeracy at 
the level which they were assessed as undertaking at the time when remote learning became necessary.  All of our 
teaching teams will contact families individually to find out the most appropriate learning methods for their child and 
jointly agree on a daily amount of work to be sent out. 
 
 

Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly the same curriculum as 
they would if they were in school? 
 
We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible and appropriate. However, we have 
needed to make some adaptations in some subjects.  
 
KS1-4 
Within Key Stages 1-4 your child will follow the same curriculum theme that they would have accessed in school.  
However, adaptations, will be necessary especially for subjects which have a practical element (e.g. Science, music, 
technology).  Therefore, video demonstrations via Zoom, Oak Academy, YouTube and BBC Bite Size will be provided. 
Although all areas will be covered throughout the week, there will be a higher emphasis on reading skills, creativity, 
emotional well-being, preparation for adulthood and developing independent living skills at an appropriate level.  
 
KS5 
Within KS5, the work set for your child will follow the curriculum that they would have been accessing had they been 
present in school.  For KS5 learners, that means each of the areas of: literacy, numeracy, independence and work 
skills and creativity will be offered.  Class teams will alter their approaches to delivery based on the needs of the young 
people within their group.  This may result in daily tasks being uploaded via Bloomz, to the College page on the Cedars 
Academy website, via Google slides and also subject based Zoom delivery sessions. Zoom sessions may also be used 
to facilitate a social discussion to minimise the risk of learners feeling isolated whilst at home.  Where possible, 
activities will be offered which will also promote positive mental health among our young people and an opportunity 
to reflect on their own feelings whilst working remotely. 
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Remote teaching and study time each day:  
How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day? 
 
KS1-4 
Teaching teams will liaise with families in relation to the amount of time that will be expected from remote learning 
as this varies from one child to another.  Teachers will emphasize the need for activities to be presented in short 
segments.  Where relevant teaching staff will provide information about play based learning as this is one of the most 
effective tools in engaging and developing skills in our youngest learners.  
 
We acknowledge that each family’s circumstances are different at home and this will impact on the amount of support 
that is able to be given. During contact with families this will be discussed to ensure that the amount of work set is 
appropriate.   
 
KS5 
Although daily activities are suggested and encouraged by your child’s teaching team, we appreciate that not all young 
people will be able to complete the same amount of work daily.  Where students are unable to work independently, 
this may be dependent upon how much time a parent/carer has available within their day to facilitate the learning to 
happen.  When communicating with home, your child’s teaching team should be made aware of any concerns that a 
parent has with regards to volumes of work being completed, or the amount of support that their child requires to 
complete the tasks set.  This will ensure that the work set is appropriate for the individual circumstances of the family 
and will assist in reducing any pressure that parents feel to support their young person to achieve. 
 
 

Accessing remote education:  
How will my child access any online remote education you are providing? 
 
KS1-4  
Within Key Stages 1-4 weekly and daily tasks will be shared via the normal routes, i.e. Bloomz, email, school website.  
This also allows individualised work to be shared with parents.  Where relevant your child may participate in whole 
class, small group or individual sessions by Zoom. Daily participation in online learning programmes such as Reading 
Eggs, Teach Your Monster to Read, Maths Doodle and Numbots are encouraged where appropriate. Your child’s class 
teacher may also share relevant online material such as Youtube, Oak Academy and BBC Bitesize.  
 
Parents are encouraged to share work via Bloomz/email where feedback can be given.  If this is not possible due to 
the age or nature of tasks then this will be discussed during the weekly phone call from your class teacher.  Photos 
are also encouraged to be shared for evidence in key skills linked to PLPs.  
 
Where paper based tasks have been requested, parents will inform teachers when this has been completed and 
returned to school via an agreed system.  
 
Online apps such as Reading Eggs and Doodle Maths allow teachers to view pupil progress and then set follow up 
lessons and activities accordingly.  
 
KS5 
Within KS5, your child will use one of the following digital platforms, as discussed between families and the relevant 
teaching teams: Bloomz, Cedars Academy Trust website, Google classroom, email/ scanning of evidence and paper 
based work and BKSB assessment tool. Assessment/ feedback will be given depending upon the method being used. 
 
If communicating with your teaching team through Bloomz, work will be uploaded daily and can be scanned or 
uploaded as an image using the same platform for the teaching team to receive and assess.  Feedback will then be 
accessed through Bloomz in return. 
 
If accessing work set through the website or where paper-based workbooks have been sent home, students will be 
provided through feedback during one of their teaching team telephone communications home or via email return if 
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this method has been requested.  Evidencing of independence skills has been requested via photographic image over 
email. 
 
 

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you support them to access remote 
education? 
 
We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take the following approaches to 
support those pupils to access remote education. 
 
KS1-5 
Where an individual has requested paper-based activities where this is a preference, or where there is limited access 
to electronic devices within the household, we will post out a work pack of paper-based activities.  Through 
continuous communication with the family, if a need has been identified, a member of Access to Learning staff can 
collect the work and return it to be assessed by teaching teams, providing this can be done in a safe manner. If a child 
has been identified as requiring a device for home, all efforts will be made by school to provide them with a digital 
device to enable them to complete work.  

 
 
How will my child be taught remotely? 
 
We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely. 
We will endeavour to use a range of teaching methods which are appropriate through communication with parents/ 
carers.  The methods will include: (but will not be limited to):  

 Daily timetable of activities via Bloomz/email/website 

 Printed paper packs of worksheets. 

 Use of online learning programmes which allow individuals to progress through units at an appropriate pace.  

 Live lessons via Zoom for some taught sessions where this has been requested  

 Organisation of Zoom meetings for social purposes. 

 Individual guidance in relation to appropriate play based activities which can aid developmental 
understanding in key English, Maths and social skills.  

 
 

Engagement and feedback 
What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we as parents and carers 
should provide at home? 
 
KS1-5 
Wherever possible, we would encourage your child to participate in remote learning in whatever capacity they are 
able to and comfortable with.  Cedars Academy recognises that not all children will be comfortable in carrying out 
school work within the home.  We have communicated with parents to ascertain the volume of work that they would 
like to be set per day for their child.  Whilst we would promote any form of learning as positive, we would like to 
emphasise that there is no set expectation on the amount of work that each child should be producing per day or per 
week.  This has to be right for the individual and must not put any additional pressure on the child or their family. 
 
We are keen to stress that undertaking tasks which promote independence around the home, such as making a hot 
drink for themselves or preparing a snack should also be viewed as valuable learning experiences.  A parent or young 
person could take a photo of the activity being undertaken to evidence that remote learning is happening and this 
too will evidence that the child is making progress. 
 
Some parents may prefer to set their own timetable of learning for their child but for others, a timetable of home 
learning can be established by your child’s teaching team to assist with establishing routine if you would prefer. 
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How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will I be informed if there are 
concerns? 
 
KS1-5 
Your child’s teaching team will aim to contact you at least twice weekly.  This is an opportunity to discuss how your 
child is managing with learning at home, to offer feedback and advice about work set and also to discuss wider issues 
such as your child’s mental health, which is of paramount importance to us.  Regular communication will ensure that 
an appropriate amount of work is set at the right level for your young person and should not be seen as overly 
challenging or stressful to undertake.  
 
Where a parent is concerned about the level of engagement from their child regarding school work, the teaching 
team will work with the parents and young people to identify an alternative method which could work to engage 
individuals.  Whilst work will be offered to all of the children and young people from Key Stages 1-5, there is no 
pressure for every activity to be completed.  This is entirely dependent upon how willing or ready your child is to be 
learning at home, which accreditation pathway your child is on and the amount of support that your young person 
requires to be able to undertake a task. 
 
We acknowledge that some young people are unable to work entirely independently and there is no pressure being 
placed upon parents to completely replace the role of the teaching team in this scenario.  Where staff can support 
parents in assisting the child to learn at home through offering advice and adapting resources, they will be happy to 
do so.   
 
 

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 
 
Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for individual children. For 
example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via digital platforms are also valid and effective 
methods, amongst many others.  
 
KS1-4 
Feedback will vary according to the nature of tasks that have been set.  Parents are encouraged to share work and 
photos via Bloomz/email where feedback will be given.  Verbal feedback can also be given when teaching teams make 
their telephone contact. Certificates generated via engagement and progress in online learning programmes will be 
shared with individual families.  
 
KS5 
Within KS5, the method of feedback will differ depending upon the electronic platforms that teaching teams are 
using to set work for your child.  For instance, for young people accessing Google slides, feedback will be provided 
via annotation of the slides completed daily as work is submitted to the teaching team. 
 
If parents have opted to scan and return work via email to teaching teams, staff will endeavour to assess and give 
written feedback via email within 2 days of completion.   
 
Verbal feedback can also be offered when teaching teams make their telephone communication to families if this 
has been requested.  If families require more extensive feedback, this can be communicated to the relevant 
teaching teams. 

 


