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This term, Grizedale have been 
going on weekly countryside 
walks to support their physical 
development and for their unit 
‘Accessing the Countryside’. 
Some of the places we have 
visited include Penshaw  
Monument, Bolam Lake and  
Northumberlandia. We have 
been looking at how to stay  
safe on country walks and  
how to respect the countryside, 
wildlife and the public.  
Another unit Grizedale have 
been doing is ‘Environmental 
Issues’, focusing on how  
damaging plastic is to our  
planet, and how we can  
reduce this. 

Grizedale

This half term Hamsterley have started weekly cookery classes; this enables students 
to put into practise, the functional skills they have been learning in English and maths. 
Furthermore it encourages independence and safety in the home.

We have also been looking at popular culture in relation to Art, beginning to explore 
pop artists such as Andy Warhol and Roy 
Litchenstein. Hamsterley students have  
enjoyed recreating and creating their own  
art in these styles.

We have elected Hannah to be our class  
representative for student Council.  
Alongside this, two of our class members, 
Georgina and Charlie have joined the  
Gateshead Youth Assembly groups and are 
looking forward to making changes for  
young people in the new year.HA
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Our 3RD Classroom Christmas Decorations Competition took place  
this term. Every classroom was amazing, however we had to choose  
one winner.
Kielder won with their ‘Home Alone’  Theme.

Harwood have continued with their outdoor projects 
this term. The College allotment has been fully cleared 
and the group have recently erected a number of plant 
beds ready to use in the spring. Students have enjoyed 
cooking various foods in the forest school, using the 
fire pit to cook cowboy stew, spaghetti bolognese and 
homemade burgers. Students also thoroughly enjoyed 
attending the Sporting Chance project at the end of 
term to take part in a boxing workshop.

HARWOOD

The students in Kielder have adapted superbly during very 
difficult circumstances. They’ve worked with a brilliant attitude 
and have studied various exciting topics. During English  
lessons we read the Susan Hill novel, “The Woman in Black” 
and used the experience to improve our creative writing skills. 

We have also continued cooking every Thursday. Each dish 
that we produce during our ‘Independence Lessons’ has  
been written into our self-made cook books and will be 
distributed to the class at the end of the year, making the 
experience extremely valuable.

We have continued to improve our  
knowledge in areas that will help 
each student as they embark into 
adulthood, focusing on teamwork, 
communication and language skills 
through our Skills for Employment 
Training and Personal Development 
(SETPD) modules.

I am very excited to go into 2021 with 
Kielder, as they have already shown 
the commitment and skills needed  
to develop into the next phase in  
their lives. Well done!K
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College Council have been thinking of 
ways that we can help the community, 
especially at Christmas. They planned 
our ‘Reverse Advent Calendar’ to 
support the Food Coop – who were 
overwhelmed by the generosity of the 
academy as a whole. We have also  
collected crisp packets, which we have 
cut open and cleaned; these have been 
sent to the ‘Crisp Packet Project’ which 
are going to be made into blankets 
for the homeless this winter. In the 
New year, College Council will discuss  
new projects to support the local  
community, as well as things they would 
like to do within sixth form.


