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CLASSONE
Class 1 have had a fantastic Summer term and we are all super proud of everyone 
for such a brilliant year! We have enjoyed learning about outdoors, particularly the  
seaside. We shared stories such as 'The Lighthouse Keeper's Lunch' and 'Winnie at the  
Seaside' and enjoyed making our own sandwiches for a picnic. We LOVED jam  
sandwich the best!! Our favourite has been our ice-cream parlour role play area, 
taking on the role of the cook, shop keeper and the customer. We enjoyed using the 
till to take the money and the scoops to serve ice-cream. We have loved trying lots of 
different ice-cream flavours. Hope you have a lovely summer break!

Class 2 have enjoyed the improvements in the weather and the 
are really enjoying the summer term. Our first topic was about life 
on the farm and we enjoyed learning about the different things we 
get from farms in our country. Lots of us were surprised to find out  
that not all farms have animals! We looked at lots of lovely stories 
linked to the topic; our favourite was ‘What the Ladybird Heard’  
by Julia Donaldson. We also loved the story of ‘The Little Red Hen’ 
and after listening to it, we made our own bread for sandwiches,  
it was yummy!
Class 2 also had a wonderful opportunity to join in with a National 
Lottery Fund programme called “Together in Music” where, for 
four weeks, we took part in an online Music Therapy session with a  
therapist ‘Music Claire’. Claire sang songs with us and helped us to 
understand how to play different percussion instruments to the songs 
we were learning; the engagement levels were high throughout and 
everyone enjoyed taking part. Thanks to Sam’s Mum for putting us in 
touch with Claire which allowed us to take part of the project. 
Now that the final half term of the year is upon us, our topic  
has changed to ‘The Seaside’ and we are finding out about all of the 
wonderful things there is to do at the beach and surrounding area. 
We are really hoping that we get to go on the mini bus for a trip to the 
seaside for an ice cream treat! Well done Class 2 you have worked 
so hard this year!CLASS TWO
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CLASS Three
It has been a great 
year for Class 3 and 
it was nice to finally 
leave our bubble to 
go to the beach. 

Whilst we were 
there we collected  
pebbles for our 
Father's Day gifts, 
practised writing 
our names in the 
sand and looked to 
see if we could see 
any plastic pollution 
on the beach.

CLASS FOUR
Class 4 have a wonderful summer term. In what has been an extremely 
challenging year for all, Class 4 has shown incredible resilience 
and have had so much fun along the way! The children have enjoyed  
exploring mini beasts and rivers this term. They have particularly  
enjoyed exploring habitats and going on a mini beast hunt.

Class 4 have all formed fantastic friendships and have enjoyed  
celebrating each other’s achievements and special occasions.

The children have all  
enjoyed activities across 
the curriculum and  
although this year has been  
unexpected and brought 
with it many challenges, 
we have all had a  
fantastic time. Everyone 
ends the school year happy 
with many fond memories 
and excited to begin a new  
adventure in our new  
classes in the next  
academic year.
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Class 1 have worked really hard with 
Dawn from Treetops Occupational 
Therapy team. We have learned lots 
of fun games and activities to help us 
develop our movement skills. Carrying 
out the games daily has supported us in 
developing our listening and attention 
skills, so we are able to join in with our
activities in class.

ENDING THE YEAR ON A HIGH! 4



CLASS five5

This term Class 6 have looked at Rainbow Rainforests and 
Water World topics. We have particularly enjoyed finding 
out about all the amazing animals that live in rainforests 
and rivers. We have been fascinated to find our about the 
animals and their habitats.

Some of our favourite rainforest animals are sloths, 
snakes, jaguars, monkeys, spiders and butterflies.  
Our favourite ocean animals are sharks, octopuses,  
whales, dolphins and turtles.

We have done some fantastic work, creating a wonderful 
rainforest display and ocean display in the classroom. 
We have enjoyed exploring the micro-habits in our school 
environment and finding out about the creatures that live 
there. The insects we found were tiny compared to some of 
the ones in the rainforest.

We have learned about the importance of taking care of  
our planet. We know how some of the problems for  
rainforests, oceans and the animals that live there such as 
deforestation and plastic pollution.

We have enjoyed tasting a lot of different types of fruit in 
class this term.

We’ve designed and made our own fruit smoothies, 
‘Awesome Angel Juice’ which just happened to win first 
prize in the Smoothie Competition.

We’ve been on a winning streak using fruit again, this 
time to create some fabulous artwork for the Healthy  
Eating Awards where we won first prize! 
               Well Done Class 6

CLASSSIX6

Class 5 were invited to meet Low Fell Gardens who have informed us that there is a 70%  
reduction in insects in the UK. They need our help in bringing back our insects population so we 
have agreed to make bug hotels, bug and bird feeders and create a meadow of flowers.

We have been asked 
to plant bulbs.

And to make bug hotels.Meeting the Low Fell
Gardeners.

And to create a meadow
of flowers.



This term Class 7 have been studying the rainforest. 
We have explored lots of information about  
different layers of the rainforest and identified the 
different features in each. We represented this as 
a class by working together to make a rainforest  
diorama. We have studied lots of different animals 
that live in the rainforest layers, and created fact files 
and animals crafts. Did you know a black panther 
is actually a melanistic jaguar? We have looked at  
the effect palm oil production is having on the  
rainforest and gave lots of reasons why companies 
that use palm oil should stop. We have also looked  

at telling the time in 5-minutes intervals and  
identified minutes shown on analogue and digital 
clocks. Debbie and Kate also came in to visit us from  
the school nursing team to talk to us about growing 
up and changes in our bodies. We have been so  
mature in finding out all this new information.
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This term Class 8 have been learning about the 
Amazon Rainforest . We decided to raise money to 
save the rainforest and the animals in it. 

During our enterprise sessions we created our own 
products to sell on a stall to raise money. We sold 
fresh lemonade, bracelets, ice lollies and cakes! 
We raised an amazing £120. 

The children wrote a letter to the Rainforest  
Foundation and received a reply to let us know they 
put our money we fundraised towards helping the 
orangutans in the rainforest. 

The children had a lot of fun and learned new skills 
such as customer service, communication and 
how to handle money. In Topic we have looked at 
rivers, Class 8 discussed the features and we had 
a fantastic visit to Newburn river.
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CLASS NINE
Class 9 have been working very hard this term. We have been learning 
about the Amazon Rainforest and have enjoyed reading ‘The Explorer’ by 
Katherine Rundell. It is our favourite book of the year so far! We we are 
really interested in a tribe called ‘The Awa’ who live in the rainforest.

Their lives are very different to ours and it has been great fun finding  
out about all of the differences and similarities between them and us.  
We had also been learning about different adventures such as Ernest 
Shackleton and Bear Grylls. They have taught us top tips on surviving in 
the forest and basic First Aid.

In Art we have created our very own Amazon Rainforest using  
different textures and colours. We have loved reading ‘Greta and the Gi-
ants’ by Zoe Tucker which is all about Greta Thunberg and her fight against 
climate change.

We are beginning to understand the effects of climate change and how  
we can help to stop it by changing the way we live. Immediately we have 
been able to take action by reducing our food waste and recycling our  
paper every week.

In Class 9 we love to smile and we have been making sure our smiles  
are especially bright by learning all about teeth and how to take care  
of them properly. We even made sure we were environmentally  
friendly whilst doing it by using biodegradable tooth brushes instead of 
single use plastic! 

We are very proud of Class 9 for all their brilliant hard work this year!
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Our class was given Germany in the Euro 2020 sweepstake, so we decorated  
our room to fully embrace it. We have decorated our classroom and even created  
our own football pitch with ourselves as the players! 

We spent time learning about Germany, we were particularly surprised that  
there is Fairy Tale route, where you can go to the cottage of Snow White and  
the Seven Dwarfs or spend a night in Sleeping Beauty’s castle. You can also  
wonder along the streets where Pied Piper lured away rats with his magic pipe and 
stand in the kitchen where the witch tried to cook Hansel and Gretel. How amazing 
does that sound?

We also learnt some German phrases and added greeting to our class room door.



This term Class 11 have thoroughly enjoyed the  
opportunity to get out about in the local community 
again.

Our class have been learning all about rocks,  
plants and crossing the road safely so this has tied  
in really well.

We have visited Saltwell Park, and the woods as  
well as the smaller park in Calderwood Crescent.  
We were also really lucky to go to Seaham to do some 
big outdoor art!
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Class 12 have taken part 
in many activities over the 
course of the year. Some  
firm favourites have been  
our return to school in  
September 2020, our 
Christmas party, snowball 
fights through the winter,  
developing our independent 
skills making teas and  
coffees for our peers and  
visiting places in our local 
area, as well as a visit to 
Walker Terrace during the 
summer term. 

At the start of September, 
Class 12 will be moving to 
the Walker Terrace site. 
So, as a class we took a 
trip down there on the bus 
and had a look around.  
The pupils really enjoyed 
seeing all of the different 
areas the site had to offer 
and meeting some of the 
staff. The social area and 12

kitchen area were firm favourites and it was great to  
see them settling in nicely to their new surroundings.  
We also travelled around the local area to see what was 
on offer.  A common favourite amongst the class was  
the ease of access to public transport and leisure  
facilities.

Overall, it is fair to say Class 12 have had a wonderful  
year. Teaching and watching them mature and grow  
into the thoughtful people they are has been an  
absolute pleasure and I (Miss. Scott), personality wish 
them all the luck in their new venture to Walker Terrace 
in the Autumn Term.



Students in Class 14 had 
their own arts exhibition on 
Thursday to showcase all 
their hard work during their 
Arts Award. Mr. Flowers  
and Mrs. O’Reilly were really 
impressed with the high 
standard of artwork.

Well done to Chloe D, Corban 
D, Riley L and Siobhan H. 
Great effort by all!
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Class 13 have thoroughly enjoyed looking into the environment during this term.

We’ve explored the many ways humans 
can affect our planet for good and 
bad, and explored things we can do, 
from recycling to planting bee-friendly 
gardens and buying palm-oil free  
products. Class 13 are ready to do their 
bit. One of the highlights of the project 
has been tying in our Arts Award work. 

The group researched endangered  
animals, traced them and painted on A3 
to produce these spectacular pieces and 
share the message with others!

13
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We have been discussing the things we are 
looking forward to about moving to 
Walker Terrace 
in September.

CLASSFIFTEEN
CL

AS
S 

SI
XT

EE
N

15

This year Class 16 have been focusing on  
Preparation for Adulthood. They have been  
learning skills such as gardening, using money, 
working with money, working with others  
and cooking.

They also have been learning about sex and  
relationships and aspects such as puberty and  
it’s effect, pregnancy, sex organs and different 
types of relationships.

I am looking 
forward to 

trying new 
things!

Luke

I am looking 
forward to 
learning 
business!

Ethan

I am looking
forward to being in 

a more grown up 
environment with 

other seniors!

Laighton

I am looking
forward to meeting 

new people and being 
able to visit to have a 

look around. Newton

I am 
looking 

forward to 
learning 

about game 
design!

Dylan

16 We have new class names for  
September. They are based on a 
theme of woodland animals from the 
UK to fit with the cedar tree on our 
logo, our beautiful grounds and our 
commitment to teaching our students 
about the wonderful world around 
them and how to take care of it!

 Class 1 - Mouse
 Class 2 - Bat 
 Class 3  - Hedgehog
 Class 4  - Squirrel 
 Class 5  - Rabbit 
 Class 6  - Otter
 Class 7  - Badger 
 Class 8  - Fox 
 Class 9   - Goldfinch
 Class 10  - Robin 
 Class 11  - Starling 
 Class 12  - Woodpecker
 Class 13  - Raven 
 Class 14  - Kingfisher 
 Class 15  - Owl
 Class 16  - EagleNEW
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Class 17 have a wonderful start to the  
summer term, they have been getting their 
creative juices flowing and have produced 
some fantastic artwork for their Arts Awards 
this year.

They've been looking at different artists such 
as Mark Rothko, Vincent Van Gogh, Jackson  
Pollock, Kandinsky and Bradley Will Simpson 
as part of their work.

They've really enjoyed having the opportunity 
to explore and improve their creative skills by 
doing their own research & visiting inspiring 
organisations such as the Baltic. They're also 
really pleased that some of their artwork will 
be put on display at Cedars College next year.

CLASS 17

Congratulations to all students that took part in the Cedars  
Festival of Sport. The event was a huge success. The festival 
gave opportunities for students to compete with classmates in a  
supportive team environment while showcasing existing skills  
and learning new ones. All participants worked as a team to gain 
points over 5 days of activity. 

Events included:
 Basketball   Running
 Throwing   Obstacles Course 
 Volleyball       

Well Done Everyone!

CEDARS FESTIVAL
OF SPORT



As part of Health Eating Week, The Rights Respecting Student Council group 
set up a whole school competition. This took place on Friday 18th June.

We asked classes to come up with their best smoothie recipes. As a class,  
they had to come up with, and decide on ingredients and a name for their 
smoothie and a sample of their recipe. We had a wonderful turn out and all of 
the recipes were judged by Cedars very own Paul Hollywood and Prue Leith 
– Mr Dent and Caron Appleby. Everyone that took part made it very difficult  
for the judges to decide, they took a long time to taste and deliberate. The  
overall winner was Class 6 with Awesome Angel Juice! However, the  
competition was so fierce that the judges decided that they would give two 
more prizes for presentation and for best name; the winner for presentation 
was Class 16’s Turmeric Tiger and the winner for best name was Class 12’s 
Berry Vulnerable.

On behalf of the Rights Respecting School Council group I would like to thank 
the classes so much for the effort they put into preparing and making their 
smoothies - they all really were FANTASTIC!

RIGHTS RESPECTING GROUPS

This year, Student Council have had 
meetings via zoom due to ongoing  
pandemic. However, it has been a  
brilliant year for everyone! Students 
have enjoyed using the new Liz 
Neale Sports Hall and Stephen Miller  
Centre. Students have taken part 
in lots of events this year including  
Comic Relief celebrations and  
Christmas Card competition. 

We would like to wish everyone a  
brilliant summer and we’re looking  
forward to seeing you in September!

This term we have been watching the progress of our 
new Therapy Centre being built. It is so exciting and 
is now a full building! The Therapy Centre being built 
means we don’t have as much space on our playground 
so we have provided play equipment for break times.
For healthy eating week we asked each class to design 
a healthy snack. They ordered their own fruit and  
vegetables that they don’t normally have for snack time, 
like pineapple and melon, to design special snacks. We 
had a competition of who had the best design and the 
winning team got a special fruit selection.
We have made a new student voice box where we could 
voice their ideas or suggestions to make sure everyone 
had a say.
We had meetings over zoom so that every class could 
voice their ideas through their representatives. This 
meant that we could share our opinions together. 

Primary Student Council



The Fundraising Group had a meeting to discuss 
The End of Year Celebrations. The members  
of the group came up some really good  
suggestions and ideas on how classes could  
celebrate. The suggestions included, zoom  
quizzes, pizza day, water fights, sing alongs,  
putting on a performance for their parents on 
Zoom, playing games like dodgeball safety.

The Fundraising group have had a great year and 
we hope to do more fundraising events next year 
as a whole school!

FUNDRAISING & 
EVENTS GROUPThis term in School Life we looked at pupils 

views on school dinners. We have asked  
pupil’s opinion on the current menu and got 
responses through our new student voice box. 
Pupils commented on the foods they liked the 
most and foods they would like to see on our 
menu. We shared this with Caron the school 
cook ready for our dinners in September.

We are currently discussing our interests 
and how these could become some new  
After School Clubs. We will be asking pupils 
through their student council representatives 
to share their ideas of clubs they would like  
to attend. We will feed this back to Mr Vincent 
to help set these up.

We will also been told about our new classes 
for September and are excited to join our new 
friends and teachers.

SCHOOL LIFE GROUP

ENVIRONMENT GROUP
This year the Environment Group have had  
many meetings with Mr Vincent and Mr. Dent. The 
students are very excited as we are to have a new 
Therapy Centre on the school grounds. 

The Environment Group have had meetings with  
to suggest what resources could be used in the 
Therapy Centre. Students have also visited the  
Therapy Centre to get an idea of the facilities are 
in there. This is something the Environment Group  
really enjoyed seeing!

Therapy Centre
UPDATE

Our new Therapy Centre development is coming 
along nicely as the photos show, the roof is on 
and the internal walls are all in. All of the building 
work will be finished by 16th of July.

The Soft Play equipment will be the first to be  
installed in 2 weeks, then the Sensory Integration 
equipment (frame and wall features) will be  
installed in 3 weeks. The Immersion room will 
have an electric projector, speaker system and 
smell defuser.  The Sensory Room will have all 
the equipment installed ready for September.

The students are all looking forward to using the 
centre in September.

We are planning an opening ceremony for  
September for everyone to come and see!



Mrs. O'Reilly
This summer term has been very busy 
as we begin to tie up this academic year 
and look ahead to the next. The bursts 
of beautiful weather has meant that 
many bubbles have been able to enjoy  
spending time outdoors, developing lots 
of new skills such as growing vegetables, 
building homes to encourage wildlife to 
visit, identifying plants and wildlife and 
practising their physical skills such  
as balancing and running. It’s been  
wonderful to see everyone enjoying our 
beautiful school grounds – we can’t wait 
for the building work to be completed so 
that we can use all of the spaces again. 
Our Student Council are working with us 
to help us think about how to develop the 
outdoor spaces around school to make 
them even more fun to explore, so expect 
to hear more news in the future about 
that!

Moving to exciting spaces indoors, we 
have all been so pleased to see the new 
Therapy Centre taking shape. We can’t 
wait to be able take our students in to 
use the new facilities, we know they are  
excited to give us their verdict! Aside  
from the fun, it has been a long held  
commitment of the school to be able 
to offer a fully integrated therapeutic  
curriculum; offering our students the  
interventions and spaces they need in  
order to thrive.

We have enjoyed beginning to get to know 
our new students and families who will be 
joining the Cedars family in September. 
Our teaching teams have been very busy 
chatting with parents, carers, schools 
and students, finding out everything they 
need to ensure our new students have a 
smooth start to the term. We know our 
current students will be delighted to 
make so many new friends!

We have a few staffing changes for  
September. Mrs Grace Owens will be 
joining us from St Charles RC Primary 
in Newcastle as our ‘Bat Class’ Teacher 
and Mr Chris Clarke from Percy Hedley  

College will be our new Creative Arts 
Practitioner – working in our new  
Therapy Centre. We look forward to  
welcoming Grace & Chris on to our team.

Miss Claire Mains, our Class 1 Teacher, 
who has worked at Cedars for over 20 
years now, will be leaving in July, but, I’m 
delighted to say that she will be coming 
back in September as Mrs Stringer!  
I am sure you will join with us in wishing 
her and her husband a long and happy 
marriage.

Mrs Amii O’Connell will be back in school 
with us from September as she returns 
from her maternity leave and we say 
‘good bye and good luck’ to Mrs Danielle 
Brown, who is beginning maternity leave 
this month to have her second child.

Our wonderful Year 9, 10 and 11 students 
are getting ready to move over to  
Cedars College. They have played such a 
big part in the life of our school and we 
are so proud of what each and every one  
of them have achieved so far.  We know 
that you will continue to thrive in all  
aspects of your personal and academic 
development at the Walker Terrace.   We 
are not saying ‘goodbye’ however; Cedars 
School and Cedars College work closely 
together, so many of them will be using 
the facilities or working with staff at both 
sites.  We look forward to seeing them all 
when they visit and hearing about all of 
their successes! 

This last year has been a difficult one, 
fraught with so many changes and  
uncertainties, but our staff, students and 
families have been wonderful, taking 
each new turn within their stride. I remain 
optimistic that September will be the 
fresh start that we all crave and that we 
can begin to enjoy all aspects of school 
life again. This will be a new and exciting 
phase for Cedars School. I am very much 
looking forward to working with you all 
next year.

The governors at Cedars would 
like to thank all our students, 
staff, parents and carers for the 
amazing support and under-
standing they have shown in this 
past year under circumstances 
we could not have imagined  
coping with.

The positive attitude of everyone 
within our school community 
has been absolutely inspiring. 
We hope that September sees a  
return to normality for everyone.

We are looking forward to our 
new fantastic sports facilities  
being used to their full potential 
and our new amazing Therapy 
Centre being an everyday part of 
the timetable.

There are going to be some 
changes to our Walker Terrace 
premises come September and 
the governing body are looking 
forward to seeing the positive 
impact this will have on our  
students in the following months.

The governors would like to wish 
you all a happy and safe summer 
holiday.

Thank you again Gill and Gordon 
Chair and Vice Chair of Governors 
on behalf of Cedars Governing 
Body.

Chair &
Vice Chair  
of the  
Governors

Y O U R  T E X T  H E R E
Lorem Ipsum is simply dummy text of the printing and typesetting industry. Lorem Ipsum has 

been the industry's standard dummy text ever since the 1500s, when an unknown printer took 

a galley of type and scrambled it to make a type specimen book.

Ba ck To Schoo l

Back to School
08.09.2021

HAVE A FANTASTIC SUMMER BREAK EVERYONE!


